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€x11ep vo CaLIFORNIa DURING vxe Second WoRLD WaR, vie German scHoLars Uxeopor Aporno anp Max
HoRKxeImeR PRODUCED FIYe “PHILOSOPXICAL FRaGMeMs” OF CULVURAL analysls REFLeCYING On vXe FaILUReS OF txe
enuicxvenmemy. UXeIR Jaleci/c oF €nLiGxvelinent ansyweRs vye guestion “WXY Mankmp, Isteab OF enteRMG
DIYO a TRULY XUman conbrion, IS SMKING INt0 a new KInp OF BaRBaRISM.” ArteR Its pusLication n 1947, vxe
vexv Became vMe Centerpiece oF vie FRanKFURY SCXooL’s canon oF CRIIcAL VHEORY anp Xas smce INFLUenceD
SCHOLARLY WORK VXROUGHOUY VXe XUIManivies and SoClaL sclences. UXe seminag WILL examie VMIS PROYOCatIve
aCCOUNY OF MISVORY and CULIURE FROM SeYeRaL PeRSPeCtIves, asKMG HOX a BOOK WRItten UNDER vXe SXaDow OF
vXe Holrocausy can StILL SPeax v0 US voDay.

TXe FIve essays In tHe BOOK INCLUDE a HISLORY OF enLIGHvenmen; anaLyses OF WORKS BY Homegr, Kam, Sabe,
and JMIevZscHe; aesvHeric and POLIVICAL CRIVICISM OF CInema anbd Raplo; and an eFFORY v acCOUNt FOR vMe RIse
OF amI-Semnism. UMROUGHOU vXese seamems ADoRno and HORKHEIMER HOLD tXav SOCIAL FReeDOM IS ve
PURPOSe OF eNLIGKvenment. Buv, tHey arGUe, as eNLIGKveNMent yaLues eLevared SCICNVIFIC VHOUGHY OYeR
PReMODERN MAGIC, LHEY SONED tXe seeDS OF VHeIR Own FalLuRe. RationaLny, svatistics, anD PRaGMavism FaiLed
10 acconumonare essenvial XlOman neeps LIKe PeRSONAL ReLAtIONSHIPS and aestHeic DELIGHL. In s awempt vo
PURIFY IUSELF OF SUBJeCYIVe GRROR, tHe eNLIGHLeNMent CReaveD a DeSIRe FOR JUSY tHOSe FORCeS It HaD SOUGHY Lo
extmGuIsy. UXUs vxe “candy-FLOSS enmveRtammem” OF mass CULLKRE and vXe aRBIVRARY aUtHORLY OF tXe RULMG
CLass aRe emBRaceD BY VHe PeOPLe, eNSURING VHEIR 0NN comvinueD suBjecvion. Yev enLiGHvenment StILL
COMrams WIVXIN It ULOPIaN POSSIBILILIES: as It DISseminates KnowLeDGe anD SHONS tHe VRUe natuRe OF POWER,
VHe Masses can LeaRn XOw to VHROXW OFF Dominavion.

Preracin a 1969 ebpnion oF vxe BooX, ADORNO and HORKHEIMeR aDMIv tHav tHey can no LONGeR SKPPORY aLL
OF IS CLaIMS: “tHat WOULD Be IRReCONCILABLe WX a VHEORY WXICH HOLDS VXAt tHe CORe OF VRULX IS MISVORICAL,
RAUYeR vHan an IMCHANGING CONStant vo Be Sev aGanst tHe Mmoyement OF XISVORY.” As we L0OK av VXIS WORK
60 YeaRs arteR Its ORIGIMAL PUBLICAtION, We MUSY aSK WY IS aRGLOMENtS aBOUY CULURE and POLRICS aRe SVILL
OF SO MUCX INteRests t0 SCHOLARS OF OUR 0NN XIStORICAL momenv. Wxav poes Zxe Dialeciic oF €nlicxeeniment
Xaye 0 veac US In tHe CURRENY CONLeXV OF GLOBAL MARKetS, DeCReasIG DISLINCLIONS Between XIGH and LOw
aRt, anD a Leyel OF access L0 INFORMation and enteRvalment vXat WOULD Have Been lMUKINKABLE V0 LXe
aUvHORS? U0 WXav extent aRre we SUILL LIYMG In YMe CULLURe tXav PRopuced Fascism, Mazism, anp Runaway
capnaLism?

UXIs semunar WILL IncLupe vaLks BY JIURlam Hansen (€naLisx), Moisxe Postone (Mistory), Dayip WeLLBeRY
(German), WiLLiam Mazzarella (AnvxRoPoLoGY), and Anra Cxari (PoLricaL Science). We Recomumend txe
2002 Svanrorp eprion OF vie vext.



