
Style Guide for Physics 
Adapted from AIP Style Manual, 4th Ed., 1990 

 

Specific instructions can be found on pages 8-9 of the AIP Style Manual, REF QC 5.45 
.A45 1990. The list for standard journal abbreviations begins on page 46 of the same 
manual.  
 
How to list authors - first initial. middle initial. and last name, 
                 One author:    
J. M. Smith, Phys. Rev B 26, 1 (1982). 
                 Two authors:   
J. M. Smith and R. Brown, Phys. Rev. B 26, 1 (1982).                                      
                 Three or four authors:  
J. M. Smith, R. Brown, and C. Green, Phys. Rev. B 26, 1 (1982).  
    Five or more authors (et al. optional)  
J. M. Smith et al., Phys. Rev B 26, 1 (1982).     

 
Journals Volume should be either bold or underlined but not both. 
Author, standard abbreviation for journal title, volume, pages and (date).  
 
H. E. Smith, G. Davies, M. E. Newton, and H. Kanda,  Phys. Rev. B 69, 045203 (2004). 

            
Books Name of book can either be underlined or italicized but not both. 
Author or authors, title edition if not 1st, (publisher, city, date) and pages being used 
if not referring to the whole book.  
 
J. M. Smith, Molecular Dynamics (Academic, New York, 1980), Vol. 2, p. 20. 
      
J. M. Smith, in Molecular Dynamics, edited by C. Brown (Academic, New York 1980). 

            
Proceedings 
Author, in title, location of conference, date of conference, editor (publisher, city, date) 
pages. 
 
J. M. Smith, in Proceedings of the International Conference on Low Temperature 
Physics, Madison, 1958, edited by C. Brown (University of Wisconsin, Madison, 1958), 
p. 201. 

 
Web Resources:  
Author(s) or Organization. Date of publication or last revision. Title of article. Web 
page title if different from the first field. <URL, in angle brackets>. Access date. 
 
T Harris. No date available. How Building Implosions Work, How Stuff Works.  
<http://www.howstuffworks.com/building-implosion.htm> Accessed 2004 Mar 11. 
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